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What this presentation will do 

• Brief background on Voices for Vaccines and our This 
Week in Vaccine Hesitancy newsletter 

• Newsletter methods & myth origins 

• Vaccine misinformation trends: 

• Vaccine injury (autism) 

• Reassigning blame for outbreaks 

• Refuting misinformation 



This Week in Vaccine 
Hesitancy 

• Voices for Vaccines believes 
in parent-to parent and 
person-to-person 
communication to assuage 
vaccine fears 

• Our Friday newsletter is aimed 
at both providers and parents 
who need to combat currently 
circulating myths 



Where do you find this stuff? 

• Newsletters 

• Known anti-vaccine websites 

• Podcasts 

• Facebook 

• Emailed suggestions 



Vaccine Misinformation 
Trends: Visual Storytelling 

• “Vaccine injury” stories have 
become more visual 

• Parents who lose children are 
often sought out by anti-
vaccine leaders to connect 
deaths to vaccines and to 
share their stories. 



Vaccine Misinformation 
Trends: Legal Fights 

• Using lawsuits and FOIA 
requests to spread 
misinformation 

• Raising money, mobilizing 
troops 

• In MN: Working to repeal the 
vaccine injury compensation 
laws 



What are folks afraid of? 

• Vaccine side effects 

• Whatever is listed on the 
package insert 

• SIDS 

• But most importantly, autism 



Still Autism 

• 90% of claims of “vaccine 
injury” online are about autism 

• Many are finding new ways to 
exonerate Andrew Wakefield 

• e.g. 1970s clinical trial and 
gastrointestinal issues 
following MMR 



What to say 
• Autism is genetic 

• Vaccination is not a risk factor for a child developing 
autism. Having an autistic sibling is. 

• The parts of an autistic person’s brain that are different 
from a neurotypical person’s brain are those parts 
developed before birth 

• Further reading: Vaccines Did Not Cause Rachel’s 
Autism by Dr. Peter Hotez 



SIDS: the Other “Vaccine 
Injury” 

• Parents who lose a baby 
without explanation are 
vulnerable to anti-vaccine 
misinformation 

• Proximity of death to 
vaccination is persuasive 



Reassigning blame for 
outbreaks 

• Claims that measles outbreaks 
are spread by vaccinated 
children because of: 

• Shedding 

• Ineffective vaccine 

• Claims that the vaccine is 
more deadly than measles 
itself 

• Claims that power plants 
cause outbreaks 



What to say about shedding 

• Vaccine shedding, while theoretically possible, has never 
been seen. 

• The vaccine contains an attenuated virus that cannot 
cause disease in a healthy person, and therefore cannot 
cause disease in a bystander 

• 95+% of children are vaccinated. If the MMR vaccine 
caused outbreaks, we would see constant outbreaks 
everywhere, not imported outbreaks centered in areas of 
high vaccine refusal 



What to say about VE 

• Measles has changed little in 
hundreds of years 

• The MMR prevents all 
genotypes of measles 

• No vaccine is 100% effective 

• No seat belt is 100% 
effective 



Reliable sources for 
addressing misinformation 

• vaxopedia.org 

• Vaccine Education Center, Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia 

• CDC’s “Vaccine Concerns” page 

http://vaxopedia.org


Sign up for the TWIVH 
newsletter 

www.VoicesForVaccines.org/join-us 

http://www.VoicesForVaccines.org/join-us
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